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shire state library, the Hon. William D. 
Chandler, the President of that Board; Mr 
Arthur H. Chase, the State librarian; Pro- 
fessor C. W. Colby, McGill university; Mr 
J. Edward Banta, Superintendent of 
schools, Binghamton (N. Y.), Reverend 
Samuel M. Crothers, Mr Everett T. Tom- 
linson and Mr Robert Irwin. 
Respectfully submitted, 
N. D. C. HODGES, Chairman 
HILLER C. WELLMAN 
LINDA A. EASTMAN 
THE PRESIDENT: We shall now 
have the report of the Tellers of the elec- 
tion. 

MR C. H. MILAM then presented the 

REPORT OF THE TELLERS OF 
ELECTION 

The following is the result of the official 
ballot of the Bretton Woods Conference 
of the American Library Association, held 
July 2, 1909. 

No. of votes 
For President: 

N. D. C. Hodges, Cincinnati 154 

For 1st Vice-President: 

J. I. Wyer, Jr, Albany 126 

For 2nd Vice-President: 

Miss Alice S. Tyler, Des Moines 152 

For Executive board: 

C. W. Andrews 151 

Mrs H. L. Elmendorf 156 

W. C. Lane 157 

H. E. Legler 149 

Herbert Putnam 157 

P. B. Wright 140 

For Members of the Council: 

Miss Nina E. Browne 152 

H. W. Craver 153 

Miss Myra Poland 151 

C. B. Roden 153 

B. C. Steiner 144 

For Trustee of Endowment fund: 

W. C. Kimball 147 

C. H. MILAM 

C. E. RUSH 

Tellers of Election. 

THE PRESIDENT: There is perhaps 

no class of persons in regard to whom the 

words are more appropriate, "We are such 

stuff as dreams are made of, and our little 

life is rounded with a sleep," than presi- 



dents of the American Library Associa- 
tion. It seems but a few days to me since 
we were all at Minnetonka and you, in the 
person of my honored predecessor, handed 
me this gavel and confided it to my keep- 
ing, bestowing with it the responsibility 
and the honor that always accompany it. 
I wish now most cordially to thank the 
many friends who by their kind help have 
enabled me in some measure to meet the 
responsibilities of the past year. And es- 
pecially do I wish to thank the members 
of the Executive board, my colleagues, 
for their continued and cordial co-opera- 
tion and support. To each one I owe an 
especial debt of gratitude. One of them 
alone you have placed me in a position to 
repay with something more than words. 

It gives me the greatest pleasure to 
hand to Mr Hodges this symbol of office, 
with my most hearty congratulations upon 
the honor that you have done him and my 
most cordial wishes and certain hopes for 
a successful year's administration. We 
shall all support him, I know, and I confi- 
dently predict for his year of office the 
success which it is my earnest hope may 
attend him and this Association. 

PRESIDENT-ELECT HODGES: "Mr 
President" — I must so address you once 
more — and members of the Association. 
As I was listening to Dr Crothers, 
I was reminded of the constitution of a 
scientific paper. The connection may not 
at first be obvious. In a well written sci- 
entific paper, the record of a research, the 
paper starts with a few paragraphs giving 
the connection of what is new, what the 
author has recorded as new, with what 
has been done in the past. Those few in- 
troductory paragraphs are comparatively 
intelligible. Following those introductory 
paragraphs comes a description of the ap- 
paratus used, which is generally very dif- 
ficult reading; then the methods and the 
results in the form of tables, the technical 
part; which no one is inclined to read or 
to get the meat out of unless he is abso- 
lutely forced to the task. In the end, if 
the writer is kind hearted, he gives in one 
or two paragraphs a summary of his re- 
sults, the meaning of the whole thing. In 
a way there is a parallel in the delibera- 
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tions of this Association, or of any associ- 
ation. We have at the beginning the 
President's address, which doesn't go into 
details. Then come the technical papers, 
which are extremely hard to follow, and 
which some of us are inclined to shirk, 
and some of us must shirk because we 
haven't more than one pair of ears; and 
for that reason I am specially grateful, and 
I think we all ought to be, to Dr Croth- 
ers for giving such an admirable summary 
of what goes on at a library association 
meeting. 

One hundred years ago, in my native 
place, Salem (Mass.), there was a clergy- 
man — there were a number of clergymen 
— but there was one clergyman, the pastor 
of the East Church, Dr Bentley. Now, 
Dr Bentley was a very learned man and 
he was a very good pastor, a very good 
shepherd of his flock. There was content- 
ment in the parish. But in the course of 
events Dr Bentley withdrew, and he was 
followed by a man who was neither so 
learned nor so good a shepherd of the 
flock, and that man was very soon in 
trouble. The year of this Association 



which is about to close has been a bril- 
liant one. You have achieved a Constitu- 
tion which is brilliant. To be sure, some 
few can see only the flaws which stand 
out all the more on account of the bril- 
liancy of the Constitution as a whole. You 
have the brilliant result of headquarters 
which are to develop much further than 
the headquarters of the past, and you have 
had a remarkable program of papers. I 
confess that I shall start in upon my presi- 
dential year with not a little humility in 
view of this admirable record which has 
just been made. Fortunately, the Associa- 
tion has arranged that the presidents from 
now on shall have some thirty or forty 
additional councilors, and with their as- 
sistance I hope that there may be a rea- 
sonable record in the future. It shall be 
my endeavor within my ability to make 
the coming year worthy of a notch in the 
calendar of the Association. It goes with- 
out saying that I appreciate the honor that 
has been conferred upon me. 

THE PRESIDENT: I now declare this 
Thirty-First Annual Conference adjourned 
sine die. 



